July 11, 2004
1. Jonathon Coachman & Garrison Cade v Tajiri & Rhyno - Tajiri & Rhyno by pinfall when Tajiri pinned Coachman after the karate kick 

2. Chris Jericho v Dave Batista - Batista by pinfall after a power bomb 

3. La Resistance v Ric Flair & Eugene: Tag Team Title Match - La Resistance by DQ when Eugene shoved down the referee 

4. Kane v Matt Hardy: No DQ or Countout match - Hardy by pinfall after hitting Kane with a chair through steel steps 

5. Edge v Randy Orton: IC Title Match - Edge by pinfall to win the title after the spear 

6. Molly Holly v Victoria - Victoria by pinfall after a savate kick 

7. Triple H v Chris Benoit: World Title Match - Benoit by pinfall to retain the title after an accidental chair shot by Eugene 
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I enjoyed Vengeance. There was plenty surrounding the world title match, and I was hoping that Chris Benoit would retain the title thanks to a sudden turn back by Eugene. But Eugene's confusion made it just as likely that he would do exactly what Triple H wanted him to do. Not to detract from the match itself, which was methodical and intense. Benoit had to battle a rib problem (called a chest problem by JR) thanks to a couple of drops face first from the vertical suplex position. He did get the Sharpshooter on but the Game got to the ropes. After the three Germans Benoit took a page out of his 1992 Wrestleriot book and used a suicide dive. The referee was soon down accidentally - and Triple H called Eugene out! Oh Oh! The confusion was obvious as Benoit got Hunter in the Crossface and he called for Eugene to get the referee. But then Benoit snapped and hit Eugene when he was going to come into the ring. Benoit then realised what he did but he was wide open for the low blow. Eugene then got the referee under Hunter's instructions, but Benoit kicked out after the Pedigree! Now Hunter wanted a chair, but then Eugene tried to take it off him. Helmsley pie faced him off the apron, but Benoit got the chair. That caused the rest of Evolution to run in but Benoit resisted it. Eugene was in the ring - and who was he going to hit? He didn't want to hit either man, and Benoit tried to take the chair off him. But it flicked off and got Hunter by accident! Eugene went to the floor totally upset as Benoit rolled Triple H up to retain the title. 

Randy Orton got into trouble with Edge through pure cockiness early in the IC title match, but he fought back in a great contest and the match of the night. Desperation started to rule late in the match with Orton removing the top turnbuckle pad, and Edge failing to get the job done with the Edgecution. But Orton didn't get it done either when he snake eyed Edge into the exposed corner and used the ropes to try and pin him. In a flurry the exposed corner ended up costing Orton and he was backed into it and got speared. Edge picked up the victory and the IC title for the fourth time. And a teary eyed Orton got no sympathy from the crowd - getting the Goodbye song instead! (And the Honky Tonk Moron's reign remains intact as the record bother it!) 

Ric Flair was NOT impressed when Triple H arranged for Eugene to wear one of Ric's robes for the tag team title match. The Nature Boy was not happy about this whole thing, but he did have the advantage of Eugene not exactly liking the tag team champions. However Eugene was using a lot of Flair's moves and the Nature Boy was fuming on the apron! But Flair did get in when Eugene was sent into the corner and he made the blind tag, and the real Nature Boy went to work. He did get into trouble and he wanted to tag out, but Sylvan Grenier stopped that by slamming Eugene's head into the ring steps. Eugene snapped and blew La Resistance away, but he shoved off the referee in the process - getting DQed. 

It didn't take long for Kane and Matt Hardy to get right out of hand as Hardy would have used the kitchen sink if there had been one at ringside! But once Kane was in control he manhandled V1. Somehow Matt got back into it and managed to nail the Twist of Fate, but that wasn't enough against the Big Red Monster. He was going to take Matt's head off with the steel steps, but Lita ran in to caused Kane to stop. He got her out of the way, but Matt got the time to grab a chair and slam the steps into Kane - to get the victory. 

I hope Chris Jericho doesn't continue getting stuck with matches one level below the title level. He's getting good opponents, but he's overdue for another run at the world title. Batista used his strength advantage to ground Y2J and blunt Jericho's attempts at attack. This was a well booked match as it looked like whatever either man tried wasn't enough to get the win. Finally a power bomb from Batista did the trick, but the referee missed the foot on the ropes! 

After the green mist attack on the Coach last week on Raw during that game of musical chairs, Tajiri was forced to find a partner for a tag match against Coach and Garrison Cade. Trouble was, Tajiri chose Rhyno. Cade got worked over, but a knee from the Coach on Tajiri turned the match. The heels had to isolate the Japanese Buzzsaw and keep the Man Beast out of there, but they didn't do it. Cade got the mist and then the Gore - both times when the Coach sidestepped, but he didn't look out for the karate kick from Tajiri until it was too late. 

Nidia's win on Raw was quickly eliminated (to my displeasure) with a number one contenders match between Molly Holly and Victoria. And I wish they'd hurry up and do something about these appalling wigs that Molly keeps coming out with. "Bad Hair Day II" said one sign. I think the number is up to about XII myself!! Molly did a good job on Victoria's left arm, which stopped Victoria from using the Widow's Peak. But she nailed a savate kick for the victory. 

There is a decidedly Olympic flavour about Summerslam's promotion - no surprise given that the opening ceremony in Athens is the day before. And that promo with Stacy was VERY funny! 
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