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Two hour delay edition today as I worked to get ready for the 2009 footy season.

Shawn! Are you nuts?! After the sacrilege on Raw, he has white druids come out for a farewell to the Undertaker - and he himself was dressed in white in an outfit that resembled the Taker's! And he even imitated the entrance! Different music of course. It was as though he was promoting this as him being the angel and the Taker was the devil. What a production and it looked like HBK was enjoying it and I don't really blame him. Shawn drew on his legit Christian beliefs in this, and it was working. Darkness and light. The two men had indeed taken different paths. To good things and bad. To praise and criticism. I can't say anything else about this promo. Fantastic. They were putting this over as the Taker's greatest challenge ever. Whatever momentum was taken from this match by Orton and Trips on Raw, Shawn just took it back. And it got better! Guess who appeared through the white cloud from under the ring! Yep - the Taker! Shawn avoided being dragged under the ring and he then avoided the chokeslam by grabbing the ropes and getting out of there.

This is interesting! The Big Show in a challenging handicap match against Jesse and Festus. Festus fired up as always at the bell, and the Show withstood it and fired back. He was smart keeping Jesse at bay, knowing that Festus was the more dangerous of the two. That showed when Festus got the bicycle kick after Jesse got a shoulder block from the top rope, and the Show went straight down. But he kicked out of the pin attempt with such authority that Festus was almost sent A over T! The Show was angry now and he KOed Festus just like that with the lethal right hand. He then chokeslammed Jesse and that would have been enough - but he KOed him with the right hand as well before getting the pin with a boot to the chest.

That display had to have John Cena's attention. He first referred to the history of Wrestlemania, back to that one night on March 31, 1985 at MSG. A simple wrestling show that started a tradition. He then went to what had happened to the World Title as a result of the love triangle, and him being kept out. Yes, he resorted to blackmail to get in, but he'd do it again. As far he was concerned - he was the only one fighting for the title. That brought the Show out, and he rejected the idea that he would be "weak". The love triangle was GOOD for him, and he challenged Cena to a match on Raw to prove it. Cena accepted and the Show figured that was that, but as he left the ring John grabbed his leg! Caught off balance the Show couldn't stop Cena from using the leg to push him off the apron to the floor! The look on the Show's face was PRICELESS! A mixture of shock and fury! He yelled "Oh you shouldn't have done that" almost as though he was trying not to swear!

What a contradiction! A cute Jack Russell and Matt's love for him or her - and Matt Hardy's hate for Jeff. Matt then faced Ron Killings and Killings tried to use his unorthodox style, only to find himself in trouble. But he fought back driving Matt into the corner, and when Matt blocked him and tried a second rope attack he was met with a drop kick. Killings was decked again and Matt went for the Twist of Fate, but it was pushed off. Killings missed the corkscrew elbow when Matt ducked, and then he ducked again to avoid the Scissors Kick. Matt got the Twist of Fate this time, and he got the win. As for Jeff, as far as he was concerned he was going to be a healer. Matt was sick, and Jeff would be the cure.

Rey Mysterio returned to Smackdown and faced old enemy Chavo Guerrero. I was hoping they would give this some time and not have a cheap finish, and Rey was on fire early. It took Chavo catching Rey on the top rope and nailed a Frankensteiner to turn matters around. Chavo worked to ground Mysterio from there, but Rey knew Chavo's style and worked his way back - only to get caught in the Tree of Woe. But Rey lifted himself out of harm's way, and he got to the apron and got the seated senton. The pace of the match was back to where Rey wanted it. Chavo though answered again and he got the Gory Bomb - but Rey kicked out! Back Rey came and he set for the 619 but Chavo ducked and here come the Three Amigoes. But the third was blocked. Chavo got a back suplex instead, but he missed the Frog Splash - and Rey set up and nailed the 619. He nailed the Frog Splash himself - and got the pin. Good match, but then JBL attacked from nowhere and left Rey lying.

I do NOT like the way they are promoting the Money in the Bank ladder match. Another eight man tag, and this was worse than Raw with Henry and Christian swapping teams! Christian and Kofi started, and Captain Charisma managed to get to his opponent down until Kofi got his offence going. He tagged Punk who was doing well until a few shots allowed Christian to tag Finlay. I like this match up and neither man really had control until Punk loaded up the GTS and Kane came in for the save with a big boot. He then got Finlay in a chokehold before the referee got him out, but Punk was now in trouble. Benjamin came in and Punk managed to escape and he tagged Mark Henry. Shelton backed off and tagged Kane in a smart move. They faced off and Kane nailed a right hand, but Henry fired back and he actually willingly tagged Porter. Kane fought back against MVP, and Benjamin made the blind tag much to the angst of the Big Red Machine but I think he left it because Shelton was doing a number on the US champion! He did get the tag back in though. Porter escaped and tagged Punk - and Punk got the corner knee on Kane! Kane escaped the bulldog, but he copped a superkick for his trouble. However Kane struck back when he caught Punk coming at him with the springboard clothesline and got the chokeslam and the pin. Then it all broke down as soon as Benjamin attacked Porter again. Now this was more like it! We had fighting all over the place and Christian got the ladder and set it up. Hornswoggle ran in and distracted him and Finlay pushed over the ladder and Christian crashed into the other wrestlers at ringside. Finlay and Hornswoggle climbed the ladder. Would there be a repeat at Mania 25?

Oh that didn't take long! The Bella twins going nose to nose before the six person mixed tag. Primo and the Miz started, and a cheap shot from Jimmy from behind had Primo in instant trouble. He managed a jawbreaker and he tagged Carlito who went to work. Mizanin broke that up and it broke down from there and we had the catfight! Morrison tried to take advantage of the melee, but Carlito span out straight into the Backcracker! That was a fantastic counter and he got him! I would have liked to see more, but then again they do need to hold most of it out for Mania 25.

No one was supporting anyone in the Diva's Title match, and Tazz wasn't being very nice to the referee Jack Doan! Neither girl won the early strength battle and the male hormones in the crowd loved the way they slinked around! This was being sold well on the intensity level. Maryse's knee got into trouble and Michelle was after it, and Maryse sent her to the floor in a defensive manoeuvre. The battle went to the floor and Maryse was winning it. Back in the ring the knee was still bothering her, and Michelle struck back - but then the match stopped cold when GAIL KIM attacked from the top rope! She caught Michelle with a Japanese missile drop kick getting Maryse DQed, and then she nailed a double arm cross neckbreaker on the champion. Gail then coveted the Diva's title. Welcome back to WWE TV, Gail!
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