January 8, 2004
1. Chris Benoit v Nunzio, Chuck Palumbo & Johnny Stamboli: Mini Royal Rumble - Chris Benoit last eliminating Chuck Palumbo 

2. Rikishi & Scott Taylor v The Basham Brothers: Tag Team Title Match - No Contest 

3. The Basham Brothers v Eddie & Chavo Guerrero: Tag Team Title Match - The Basham Brothers by pinfall to retain the titles when Doug pinned Chavo with a blocked sunset flip 

4. A-Train v John Cena - Cena by pinfall after the FU 

5. Rey Mysterio v Akio: Non title match - Mysterio by pinfall with the West Coast Pop 

6. Tajiri v Nidia - Tajiri by pinfall after a side Russian leg sweep 

7. The Big Show v Bob Holly: Street Fight - Holly by submission with a choke hold on Show's neck with a chair 
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We recapped the Guerrero break up at the top of the show - then the show started with the Olympic Twit, who was involved in that. And he was going to go further, and get involved further by calling out Chavo. Now this was going to be interesting given his observation last week that Eddie WAS selfish (BS!) But he did admonish Chavo for the slap - and suggested that an apology was in order. Chavo's reply? "Tough love". Yeah right - I for one don't buy that! And he even threatened to slap Kurt as well. Kurt was starting a reply to that - and here comes Latino Heat and Kurt held him back again. But only to say a few things, boiling down to one question - who's the better man, and offer his hand. Chavo did it straight away, and Eddie regarded it with distrust. But Kurt pushed the button bringing up Eddie's drug problems and who helped him - Chavo. And that did it! They shook hands! But this isn't hunky dory yet! No way!

It's about time Rikishi and Scott Taylor got the title shot they earned more than a month ago with the non title victory over the champions! But the Basham Brothers jumped them from behind and the match never started as they bashed up the challengers and left them flat. Now what is Kurt Angle doing out there? Telling the Bashams that they WERE going to defend their titles - against LOS GUERREROS? Talk about an acid test! This was either going to be master stroke or the biggest blooper of all time. They worked well early on and isolated Danny, but he managed to get to his half of the ring and tag. However Doug was soon in trouble and Los Guerreros were getting comfortable doing their usual - so comfortable that Eddie set up the Frog Splash only to have Danny drag his brother to safety. Shaniqua soon distracted Chavo and Eddie was low bridged into bother. And big bother. Chavo nearly made the tag, but Danny blasted him off the apron to cut that off. However Chavo was getting fired up because he was getting "Chavo!" chants for a change! Eddie countered a couple of times, but the Bashams always tagged to keep Latino Heat away from his corner. Finally he made it and Chavo went ballistic! He was double teamed in reply and resisted until he was back suplexed. Eddie got back into the match to return the double team, and things looked in the balance. Chavo tried a sunset flip, but Doug blocked it and pinned him with his hands on the ropes - and Shaniqua holding him there! Eddie blasted the Bashams and got attacked as Chavo went for a chair - only to stop, and just sit down and watch the triple team. So much for the team! The Bashams left and Chavo finally entered the ring, and helped him up - only to cold cock him with a right hand, and then bash his head in on the mat busting him open. The Olympic Twit failed. Why aren't I surprised? He stuck his nose into something he didn't understand. At least he had the guts to admit it to Eddie as he was treated. I think Chavo had better look out if his uncle locks his eyes on him next time.

The Big Show got Bob Holly in a street fight after last week's DQ and the chair. Trouble was - he was playing Hardcore's game, and in Bob's home state of Alabama as well! The match also attracted the interest of Brock Lesnar, who sat with Michael Cole and Tazz in commentary. It didn't take long for Holly to take advantage of that, running over Lesnar in his chair! The Show tried to dominate, but Holly was in his element - and super intense to boot! And that intensity won him the match when he stuck a chair over Show's head and used it to choke him and nearly break his neck! Show tapped to give Bob the win - and he then locked eyes with Lesnar. It didn't take long for Holly to exit the ring with another chair - and Lesnar used his discretion and took the low road through the crowd. Cole said he was scared, but I don't agree. That was a tactical withdrawal - because Holly has to wrestle Lesnar at the Rumble to beat him, not win a street fight.

Paul Heyman had his finger taped from last week, and he was out to destroy Chris Benoit for it and the embarrassment of him getting an entry into the Royal Rumble. He put Chris into a mini Royal Rumble - except that the FBI was all against him. Johnny Stamboli was first in - and what was the referee doing in the ring? Stamboli tapped to the Sharpshooter but that wasn't going to get Chris anywhere as the buzzer sounded for the arrival of Chuck Palumbo. Stamboli was dumped on the top rope but he stayed on the apron - only to be knocked off at the shin level by a baseball slide from Benoit to eliminate him. A Crossface made Nunzio's arrival look similar as Palumbo also tapped. Soon the double team started, but Benoit diverted Palumbo towards the rope being held down by Nunzio. Nunzio managed to stop Palumbo's momentum, but that cost him his participation as Benoit threw him out. Palumbo overpowered the Crippler, but he fought back and back dropped Palumbo over the top to win the match! Heyman gave Chris some sarcastic applause - but the GM won't stop there, I'm sure of it!

I didn't get the line from John Cena about "Coach Price" but that was a low one on Britney Spears! A-Train wasn't laughing either about the Chewbacca/Ewok gag, and he worked him over something chronic! But Cena's intensity level was protecting him and he found the extra he needed to fight back and nail the FU for the victory.

Bloody heck! Rey Mysterio v Akio AKA Jimmy Yang is a top line match up - so how could they give them only a few minutes? That makes me so bloody mad! They did a good job with this match, with Sakoda not interfering that much. He tried a couple of times but he got caught by Rey, and both of them copped the 619 (that's 1238 by the way Tazz!) and then the West Coast Pop for the victory.

And DOUBLE bloody heck! What is Paul Heyman doing putting Nidia in against Tajiri if Jamie Knoble didn't show up for the number one contenders match? That is SICK! Even Tajiri was stunned when Heyman dragged the poor girl to the ring - but he went for it anyway and got an easy win. Then he was going to give her that kick, but Rey Mysterio made him skedaddle. Knoble arrived at last - and got the wrong idea and decked Rey Rey!
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