February 27, 2006
1. Viscera & Val Venis v The Big Show & Kane: Tag Team Title Match - The Show & Kane by pinfall to retain the titles when the Show pinned Viscera after a double chokeslam 

2. Trevor Murdoch v Rob Van Dam - Van Dam by pinfall after the Five Star Frog Splash 

3. Trish Stratus v Candace Michelle: Women's Title Match - Trish by pinfall to retain the title with a sunset flip 

4. Shelton Benjamin v Chavo Guerrero: Non Title Match - Benjamin by pinfall after an RKO from Randy Orton 

5. Carlito Cool v Ric Flair - Flair by pinfall with a double leg hook up
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Did they have to have Coach interviewing John Cena in the ring? And he had to run his mouth, and Cena was quick to cut him off. But he didn't get a word in before Motorhead interrupted his train of thought! Triple H asked Coach to return to his seat, and then laughed off the suggestion that Cena could actually beat him? The crowd was clearly divided over this one. Cena noted that he hadn't been here long, and also noted Hunter's record. But he was the one with the title belt, not the Game. Helmsley noted that one - and followed up on the attitude towards Edge's title reign being "transitional" by labelling Cena the same. Funny - when I last checked, ten months wasn't a transitional champion (Mania 21 to New Year's Revolution). This was a good exchange, and it was going over as Cena being the under dog. Then Vince threw in the curve ball from the screen. He'd signed them as tag team partners on the return of Saturday Night's Main Event against the three men in the Smackdown main event (Angle, Orton and Mysterio)! HUH??
Marty Jannetty made it clear to Shawn. He needed the work, and it was his issue. I don't think Shawn was happy about it, but Marty was right. Nevertheless, HBK confronted Vince about it (and I think Bush should be kissing Chirac's rear - not the other way around!) and Vince made it clear - if Shawn didn't stay out, HE would be a member of THAT club! The Spirit Squad introduced the boss, and out came Marty to no real reaction. Vince knew the score. Marty had nothing. (A note - I don't kiss any arse, Vince!) But he wasn't comfortable with this anyway - it took him a long time to get on his knees for it. And Vince wears a bloody G string! I think Marty was struggling to keep a straight face! He took forever again - and then he stood up, and wanted this to be done some other way. Vince decided OK, and called out Chris Masters! Oh oh! I smell a Masterlock challenge - and I think the King had the same feeling. And we were right of course. Marty battled, but Vince kicked him in the gut before telling him he was going to kiss his rear anyway - and HBK had seen enough and sent Masters packing. He grabbed the chair and was ready to take care of business when Junior Burger came in from behind and flattened him. Then he decked him with the chair - and Big Mac lived up to his promise and Shane forced Shawn to kiss Vince rear while he was out. And not only that - it will be Shane v Shawn at Saturday Night's Main Event!
Edge hit the ring as Mick Foley hadn't yet answered his challenge from last week. And he and Lita had plane tickets for New York to get to Long Island and hit his home - but their exit was halted by Foley's arrival. And he reminded him that it was EDGE that got himself pinned twice, and that said only one thing. Edge is a choke artist! But Mick said no to the challenge, because he was a THREE time transitional champion - not just one time like Edge. The crowd lapped it up and was getting on Edge's nerves. He referred to Mick's top three moments - but he got to Foley when he said that Mick hadn't really won at Wrestlemania, whereas Edge hadn't lost. And that trend would continue in a wrestling match. Mick actually agreed - in a wrestling match. But he fired back a different challenge - a hardcore match! That changed Edge's mood, especially when Mick went out and brought back BARBIE! Mick headed for the ring and Edge and Lita high tailed it through the crowd!
The tag team title match wasn't going to be much - and Kane was no selling the shots from Val Venis until the eye poke and Val paid for that quick smart. He did find a weak spot in the knee and then a low bulldog - but Kane sat up causing Venis to tag out. Now Kane was in trouble with Viscera, but he found some pace and tagged the Show and he cleaned house managing to slam Big Vis. Venis stopped a certain pinfall and he paid for that before a double chokeslam finished matters for the champions. Really - the tag team titles are rapidly becoming a joke on Raw.
Ric Flair wasn't letting his title loss affect him. Even though he's 57 now, he's never felt better. Any more titles? If the Nature Boy had anything to say about it, you bet! Meanwhile, Carlito confirmed the Money in the Bank match was definitely happening - and we started having some qualifying matches starting with Rob Van Dam and Trevor Murdoch. Murdoch wasn't expecting that and tried to jump start the match, but the brawler didn't have the tools to combat RVD's arsenal. Except for a well timed dodge which took Rob off the offence. Murdoch looked to keep Mr Monday Night grounded with some basic wear down stuff, but a return dodge got Murdoch into bother and back came RVD. The match was over after the windmill kick was followed by the Five Star, and that sent Rob to the Money in the Bank match at Wrestlemania.
The second match saw Shelton Benjamin take on Chavo Guerrero. The IC title wasn't on the line, but this was for a spot at Mania 22! Shelton caught Chavo and sent him on a flight to take control, but Chavo fought back and went for the Three Amigoes, but he only got two and found himself on the floor. Mamma B was on her feet, and the referee was quick to escort her back to her wheelchair. But when Chavo nailed a DDT to set up the Frog Splash, Randy Orton ran in out of nowhere and got him with the RKO! That was revenge for the attack last week on Smackdown - and it cost Chavo the match as Shelton took the gift.
Then it was Carlito's turn to back up his mouth. And he got Flair - the man who ended his IC title reign last year! Flair got the match going at his pace early, but Carlito managed to take control - only to risk retribution with that slap. And he got it with the knife edge! Carlito hit the floor first chance he got for a breather and he got that back cracker to get Flair's attention. A nice suplex back into the ring gave control back to Carlito and when the Nature Boy found something he was forced to the Flair Flop after an enziguri. But Carlito did the wrong thing playing to that knee drop, and Flair dodged it and came back. But his top rope attack was interrupted by a drop kick. Then Carlito went for his apple? Flair saw him coming and sent the apple spit everywhere before doing a double leg hook up and got the pinfall (with some help from the ropes)! I liked Joey Styles's comment at that point! "How's them apples?"
The title match between Trish and Candace had to be nothing more than another addition to the situation between Trish and Mickie James. Candace used her wand on Trish while the referee was being diverted by Torrie Wilson, and Trish was quickly in trouble. But she showed off and next instant she was laying in the right hands! Candace fought back with some cheap cat fight stuff, but she found herself blocking a sunset flip attempt. She did it, but the referee stopped the count when she caught her using Torrie's hands for leverage. Trish completed the sunset flip for the victory - and Mickie was busy bowing on her knees! Embarrassed, Trish asked her to stop - only to get a hug from Mickie while still on her knees. Putting her face in a spot that wasn't right! Trish didn't realise it straight away but when she did she pushed Mickie away quick smart! Meanwhile Candace slapped Torrie backstage for getting caught (didn't see that one coming!)
Hall of Fame inductee number three is Gene Okerlund - and I have to say this is a good call. But did they have to have Hogan induct him?
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