January 23, 2006
1. Kane v Carlito Cool - Kane by DQ when Carlito hit him with a chair 

2. Candace Michelle & Victoria v Trish Stratus & Ashley Massaro - Trish & Ashley by pinfall when Ashley pinned Victoria after a flying bodypress 

3. Shelton Benjamin v Shawn Michaels - Michaels by pinfall with a reverse roll up 

4. Jonathon Coachman v Jerry Lawler - Coachman by pinfall with a roll up 

5. Lance Cade, Rob Conway & Gregory Helms v the Big Show: Handicap Over the top rope match - The Show last eliminating Helms 

6. Edge & Chris Masters v John Cena & Ric Flair - Cena & Flair by submission when Masters tapped to Cena's STF
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I had to watch the delayed showing today thanks to an urgent phone call from Craig and having to make a few phone calls of my own which had to take priority (this was the start of the court battle against Paris Tenana).
Edge was out at the top of the show, and we were now talking about an R rated movie! Of the violent variety for the record - with it's debut at the Royal Rumble. Edge claimed he wasn't going to be a one win short term loser for a champion, or a "sixteen time loser" like Ric Flair (and he said that in front of a Charlotte crowd no less!) who as far as Edge was concerned was out to pasture after last week. And he wasn't getting another shot at the title - and neither was Cena after the Rumble! That was bound to get a response, and out came the Doctor! He stuck to the stage, and proceeded to address this movie. He said he had a "bootleg copy"! And he was giving the verbage for the "Ho". Lita was getting upset, and so was Edge when Cena told him that it was going to be an arse whipping for an ending at the Rumble. And I loved the reference to Hacksaw Jim Duggan! Lita denied that she was the "Ho" in question, so she changed the subject to who their respective tag partners were going to be tonight. Well, the Doctor recognised that as "something substantial coming OUT of her mouth"! LOL! But who would their tag team partners be?
Edge sent Lita to convince the Big Show to be his partner, and he added the proverbial booty for a sweetener. But the Show knocked it back for what he did to Flair. So Edge tried for Triple H. Trips reserved his answer until after the Big Show wrecked three guys who wanted in to Royal Rumble in an over the top rope match. They tried to work together, but the Show easily played divide and conquer and eliminated all three of them with the former Hurricane going last. Then the Game hit the stage and promised to win the Rumble - despite the impressive showing. He then answered Edge's offer - no. Because he wasn't going to help anyone be stars anymore. He was on his own and that's the way he wanted it. With only minutes before the tag match - that would have made Edge worried, but someone came out of nowhere. Who was it?
We soon found out - it was Chris Masters. But Cena had a surprise of his own. Guess who WASN'T out to pasture! The Nature Boy was home and the crowd loved it! Cena wanted Edge but had to put up with Masters to start the match. Flair soon tagged in and gave his usual hip thrust in Lita's direction before laying into Masters with chops. The Masterpiece answered with a gorilla slam though and now Ric was in trouble. Plenty of double teaming didn't help matters for the Nature Boy. But he found a way to escape, and he got the hot tag to allow Cena to go to work on Masters. And Edge copped it as well when he stuck his nose in. Lita rescued Edge from the FU, but Flair broke up a certain Masterlock - and Cena nailed Masters with the FU followed by by the STF for the tap out.
Shelton is now being called a Mamma's Boy! Particularly by Shawn Michaels and they had a match which I hoped would be almost as good as the one they had after Mania last year. And the chances of it increased when Big Mac added yet another stipulation. If HBK didn't win this match - he would be out of the Royal Rumble! But did they have to mic up Mamma B? Shelton managed to get control of the match on the mat, and he wouldn't let Shawn pick up the pace and make things move around. These tactics were making Shawn think. But he found an answer and Shelton was getting the dab on the hankie treatment from Mamma! Shelton tried for a leap, and did his homework blocking the superkick (that exact same superkick under the same circumstances ended the classic last year - good booking!) and responding with a roundhouse kick sending Michaels to the floor. And a miss in the corner didn't help Shawn's shoulder. Benjamin started to get nasty with fists and a choke hold and he had the match back on the mat. HBK was battling now, but Shelton got arrogant with some slaps and he was sent flying from his perch on the top rope. However he still had his marbles and what a springboard enziguri in reply! But Shawn battled back again - and we were getting the match I thought we might! Shawn got the flying forearm and the nip up but his back was playing up. Still - he headed up for the elbow, only to be greeted with a tornado superplex (and he only just made it as well as his foot slipped!) and a ripper! Shelton tried for the T-Bone but had that blocked, and he nailed the spinning kick as Shawn continued to battle - and HBK found a clothesline after he ducked a Benjamin top rope attack and Shelton landed on his feet. Up to the top he went and this time he nailed the elbow. Out came the tuning fork, but Mamma B was on the ring steps for the distraction. Shelton took advantage with a roll up, but Michaels reversed it and got the pinfall! Great match (and Shawn did use a handful of tights - only because Shelton used a handful to get the roll up to begin with).
Vince was impressed, and Shawn wanted to know what this whole thing was all about. He apologised for telling him to move on, and said "Do what you want to do - what makes you happy". Big Mac's reply? Go on a spending spree - including sex, drugs and all that. He offered Shawn a part of it, offering him a chance to go back to the old days before wives and kids. HBK knocked it back - and I think that's going to cost him, as Big Mac promised that his luck will run out at the Royal Rumble. In fact - he guaranteed it!
Carlito is nuts! He challenged Kane to a match after being embarrassed last week? Kane sure found that amusing, but he got serious when Carlito tried to trap him in the corner and bash him up. A missile drop kick did get Kane's attention, but only a one count. However Carlito kept up the attack and Kane had to get a couple of defensive shots off to stop the assault. When he did he started the massacre, and a Tombstone was on it's way but Carlito scrambled out and got in that backbreaker of his. But he couldn't get the spinning neckbreaker, and he responded to the chokeslam set up with an eye poke. Carlito snapped and went after a chair and used it for the DQ. However Kane sat up - and Carlito hot footed it to the floor and backpedalled pronto!
Mickie was VERY upset that Trish wasn't tagging up with her against Victoria and Candace - and was tagging with Ashley instead. Now this is starting to get predictable! Although Ashley's been training even though she fouled up the drop toe hold (I think she may have kicked Victoria in the shins by accident). Candace caused Ashley to fold off the ropes and she got the tag, and that was nice double team carried off by Victoria mainly! But Candace didn't hang around showing she HADN'T trained, and Trish got the hot tag and went to work on Victoria. She did the damage and tagged Ashley before dealing with Candace - and Ashley nailed a lovely flying bodypress and got the pinfall! Trish was delighted and gave Ashley a well deserved hug - and Mickie SNAPPED! She was in the ring like a shot and all over Ashley - as predicted. Two referees and Trish got her off but not after a nasty Mick Kick! Result - Ashley v Mickie at the Royal Rumble with Trish as the referee!
Jonathon Coachman had a scoop - and it was about the final spot in the Royal Rumble. Who had it? COACH! Or so he thought as far as the King was concerned! Where was his qualification? The crowd didn't want him in it, so Jerry decided to give him an opponent in a qualifying match! Coach wasn't biting - until the King called him yellow! Joey Styles wanted some old school Lawler, but Coach surprised him early. However things weren't looking good when the King blocked the suplex attempt and delivered one of his own - and down came the strap. Suddenly some cheer squad appeared on the stage. The Spirit Squad? WTF? And they were cheering on Coach! It was a massive distraction as it turned out but the King wouldn't be bowed. However he was set for the fist drop and an airhorn almost blew him off the ropes! It was the distraction Coach needed and he scored the roll up with some help from the ropes and he got the pin!
That's Raw's intro to the Royal Rumble. Smackdown to go!
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