October 3, 2005
1. Kurt Angle v Shawn Michaels: 30 minute Iron Man Match - A draw with the score 2-2 

2. Edge v Matt Hardy: Loser leaves Raw Ladder Match - Edge while Hardy was tied in the ropes 

3. Carlito Cool & Chris Masters v Ric Flair & Triple H - Flair & Triple H by pinfall when Triple H pinned Carlito after the Pedigree 

4. Torrie Wilson, Candace Michelle & Victoria v Trish Stratus & Ashley Massaro: Handicap Bra & Panties match - Trish & Ashley last stripping Torrie 

5. Eric Bischoff v John Cena: No DQ WWE title match - Cena by pinfall to retain the title after the FU 
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We had about four and a half minutes of reflections before the show began, with Raw back on the USA network and three hours of entertainment from Dallas, Texas. Mick Foley hit the ring and did a reversal given that HE was the guest on Piper's Pit - and introduced the Hot Rod! And Piper admitted that as crazy as he was (and he was) Mick was ten times crazier! He wanted to know when Mick would be back, but Mick needed a good reason. Then the Ortons came out? That was a fair reason given that it was Backlash last year that Randy and Mick collided - but Randy was more concerned about Piper. And he had a go at him for holding his father back and riding his coat tails. Roddy only took that for so long, and when he was shoved into the ropes he came back and it was on. Bob and Mick separated them, and then Bob decked Foley! Randy got Piper in the RKO, and then gave one to Foley as well. What was the point of that?

That's what Uncle Eric wanted to know from Teddy Long, but Teddy knew nothing about the Ortons plans. Eric warned Teddy not to interfere any more - or else! Trouble was he couldn't yank the boss into line about making his match with John Cena a no DQ. Eric finally worked it out - the only reason he was hired as Raw's GM was because Vince wanted to see him humiliated every week! Well, why not? Vince hit the ring - to a carefully read out intro by Lillian (poor girl - well endowed indeed) and had his own little happy memories to share. Feb 99 when he pinned and then bad mouthed the Rattlesnake. But we weren't going to see the arrest sequence - because the glass broke! How quick is your back pedal, Big Mac? Steve returned the favour with the hospital attack and the fake gun thing. And the beer bath! The back pedal from Vince resulted in "turning over a new leaf" claim. Was Steve buying it? Nope. Stunner for the boss! That brought out Junior Burger, and he got the Stunner as well! Then came McMuffin (with a blonde dye job) and she verbally lambasted the Rattlesnake. But she was left gobsmacked when Steve asked what perfume she was wearing? And then he suggested that she was flirting with him - and out came the fiver. She shouldn't have done that, and here's a third stunner! And guess what. Yep - here comes Linda. She'd been working to bring the family together for two years and for what? She agreed with Steve about Vince being "a piece of trash" but not Shane and Stephanie - and she wanted an apology. Steve thought about it - and because Linda's a classy lady, he did as he was asked. But he wanted more....he wanted a beer! Linda forgot the golden rule - DTA (and had no idea how to sell a Stunner unlike her husband and her kids!) and as far as Vince was concerned, someone was going to get fired for it!

The departure of the chairman left the door open for Uncle Eric to make his match against John Cena the no DQ he wanted. Angle was with him for the match, and you can bet he was there to interfere. Cena knew it and he had to have his head on a swivel. Angle did interfere and Eric got some shots in, but Cena stood up for the no sell. He resisted another Olympic Twit attack, which ended up making Angle crown himself with a chair - and Cena stopped Eric from using the chair and FUed him for the win. A fight then started only to have Teddy Long interrupt them - and send the Smackdown wrestlers to the ring to make up for something embarrassing? Was something cut? It was on as the Raw locker room emptied in reply.

The Iron Man Match between HBK and the Olympic Twit was the show opener for some inexplicable reason. Michaels jump started the match and controlled it and he shook off an Angle rally only to get a back suplex with venom. Shawn found something with a jaw breaker, and then he sent Angle to the floor in a flip that looked like Kurt over rotated. He got Shawn back with an Olympic Slam on the floor when blocking a baseball slide and then took charge again with a nasty power bomb that threw HBK's head into the turnbuckle. Shawn got Angle off the top, but HBK got caught in an Olympic Slam from the second rope - and it was 1-0. Michaels was behind the eight ball now and he couldn't afford another fall to go against him. Angle got the Ankle Lock after HBK escaped the Olympic Slam, but Shawn found a roll up and got the badly needed pinfall to tie it up. But Kurt was still in control and he went to his bread and butter - mat wrestling. Shawn looked for another roll up, but Angle wasn't going to get caught twice and locked in the Ankle Lock again. Then he grapevined it - and got the tap for 2-1.

With a little over seven and a half minutes to go it was desperation time for the Heartbreak Kid. Especially as Kurt continued his effort on the mat. Shawn got so desperate he forgot his manners and suprised the Olympic Twit with two blatant slaps to the face! And it worked and Shawn battled through the pain of ankle, and dropped the Macho Man special. He then nailed the Sweet Chin Music and tied it up 2-2 with four and a half minutes still to go. And it was even in more ways than that as both men were sucking air. Shawn kicked off the pin after the Olympic Slam, and he blocked the second attempt with a ground based tornado DDT. That would have been it if Shawn had taken the cover sooner than he did. He was soon back in the Ankle Lock after having a moonsault blocked - and it was grapevined with a minute to go. But Shawn refused to tap this time. He tried to get it broken and a kick to the face did it. He escaped a second attempt and he got the Sweet Chin Music again - but it was too late. The time expired. And Shawn wasn't having that, and wanted sudden death. Angle walked out at that suggestion - and it leaves us hanging as to who will get the title shot. I wonder if this is the set up for Taboo Tuesday? It's being left to us fans?

Edge blindsided Matt Hardy on the stage in an attempt to end the ladder match quickly, but it failed - and he ended up getting what JR accurately called a ladder scissors! The brutality level was set just like that, with the ladder being used liberally. A second ladder was introduced after the first re-arranged Hardy's jaw, and the carnage continued. Especially when Edge was sent flying into the first ladder, and the rebound knocked Hardy off the second ladder and off the ropes. That was either an accident that was sold well on the fly, or a well carried off spot from the get go. A table soon came out (a chair to go and it would be a TLC match) but it was a third ladder that sent Edge into the front row and then Matt flattened him with a leap from the ladder. He then went for the ring - but Lita stopped him. She was going to get put through the table, but Edge returned with a kendo stick shot and then he splashed Matt through to table from the apron! Edge headed for home, but Matt got his bearings and caught him half way up and nailed the Twist of Fate from that spot! That would have done it if it hadn't been for Lita. She got the kendo stick and hit Matt, and then when he disarmed her she removed the ladder from under him. Edge swung Matt making him fall stomach first across the ropes. Edge tied him up and Lita made sure Matt couldn't escape as he collected the briefcase to win the match. The question is - is that the end of Matt in the WWE? Or is he going to Smackdown?

Triple H got a face pop on his return - and it was appropriate that they took a shot of Kevin Von Erich during Ric Flair's entrance, given it was Kevin's late brother Kerry that battled Ric for the NWA title in Dallas in 1984 (would have been nice for JR to note that). They even had Mickey Jay as the referee for this tag against Carlito and the Masterpiece. Flair and Helmsley were operating as a classic tandem, but Flair soon got into bother. Carlito went for the humiliation with the apple spit, and then the figure four leglock! The Game broke that up, but Carlito went after the leg. However he started to imitate the Nature Boy, and got caught on the top rope! Served him right. Soon Trips got the tag, and he cleaned house with authority! And then out came the sledgehammer. Masters was backing up, but Carlito stopped the attack. Hunter made him pay for that, and Flair chop blocked Masters to stop a return attack with the sledge. It allowed the Game to nail the Pedigree for the win. And then - I knew it! Triple H hit Flair with the sledgehammer, busting him open. A massive beat down followed with the only comment for an explanation - "What are you doing?" It even went backstage and no one was even willing to get in the way.

The handicap bra and panties was never going to be much. We nearly got more than we bargained for when the undies of Candace nearly came off when her skirt was removed! Once Trish got Victoria it was fairly easy for her and Ashley.

Here's a good reason to do something else. The Pukester - and his suck up interviewer Gene Okerlund (Gene's OK otherwise). But he got my interest with his suggestion of a match against the Rattlesnake. If that's not a 100 percent biased call by me I don't know what is! IF it happens that is!

The Australian showing finished at 6.05pm - a 35 minute cut (at least as they were talking overtime) which means we had a massive cut. It would have included the Smackdown match, whatever it was.
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