August 1, 2005
1. Chris Masters & Gene Snitsky v Shelton Benjamin & the Big Show - Benjamin & the Show by pinfall when the Show pinned Snitsky after the chokeslam 

2. Eugene v Tatanka - Eugene by DQ when Kurt Angle interfered 

3. Val Venis v Rob Conway - Conway by pinfall after the Ego Trip 

4. Carlito Cool v John Cena: WWE title match - Cena by pinfall to retain the title after the FU 
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Chris Jericho started the show, without the Highlight Reel set - and started talking about his plan regarding John Cena. Embarrassment time as far as he was concerned - conveniently forgetting who was embarrassed two weeks ago! After he talked trash and showed what happened last week, Cena hit the ring unannounced and it was on! Eric Bischoff instantly had referees and security break it up - and the general manager again appointed Y2J as the special referee for Cena's title defence against Carlito Cool. It can't happen twice in a row surely?

Cena headed for the ring looking all business, and he went after Jericho only to get waylaid by Carlito. This week Chris was biased from the start, and Cena had to watch his shoulders - and also Bischoff at ringside. He ended up on the floor after Carlito and Jericho ran him into the ringpost from the inside. The shoulder became a target, and Jericho tried to get fact three count, but Cena was wise to it every time. But he couldn't stop Jericho from blocking moves. Cena had to take out Jericho somehow. But he needed to stop Carlito first, and he battled back making Jericho leave the ring. He did get back in but he didn't do any counting after the Five Knuckle Shuffle. Cena looked to penalise him for that, but Carlito got him. However things started going wrong for the heels, when Jericho ran at Cena and he dodged causing a collision between Y2J and Uncle Eric. Cena then sent Jericho over the top, and he nailed the FU - and with a proper referee in the ring he got the three count. But Jericho engaged in a post match attack which included a shot to the noggin with a TV camera which busted Cena open. Y2J then locked in the Walls of Jericho and Bischoff took advantage and slapped and backhanded Cena. He kept his title, but this is going to get even more interesting before Summerslam.

Vince McMahon had a big announcement - and it was the world's worst kept secret. Matt Hardy is officially back. Vince saw the fires Matt was creating - and he wanted to pour petrol on it. It was Matt v Edge at Summerslam. Matt then went over the story - using real names in the process, but leaving out the fact that he was fired. Edge wasn't there because of what happened to Lita last week with Kane, and apparently Kane had been arrested for the theft of the ambulance.

HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA! Shawn Michaels, you are a RIOT! A wonderful spoof of the Pukester! The package of HBK highlights was terrific. And you know what I like? He told the real truth!

After the handicap match last week, Shelton Benjamin came armed this week for the match against Snitsky and Masters, and what an entrance thanks to the armourments! Namely the Big Show! The big man wasted no time making his mark - literally - on Snitksy's chest. And when he sent Mr Ugly to the floor, he sent the Masterpiece the same way (although he nearly lost him in the gorilla press). Shelton was tagged back in, and he made the mistake of being distracted and Snitksy interrupted a Stinger Splash with a boot to the bread basket. Snitsky tagged in Masters who looked to take advantage, and Benjamin was soon in big trouble. Masters soon got over confident with a couple of slaps, and neither of them saw the Show come in and knock them both down to give Shelton a breather. But a coathanger took the wind out of the former IC champion. It took a hangman neckbreaker to give Shelton the break he needed. A mule kick broke Snitsky's hold and the Show got the tag! He cleaned house and then helped Benjamin nail Masters with a spinning heel kick to send him out of the ring. Shelton followed and stopped Masters from interfering as the Show blocked a Snitsky rope run and chokeslammed him for the victory.

Eugene came out for his version of the Invitational, and he had a cheerleader in Christy Hemme. But I'd hardly call Kurt Angle a Chicago native! He's from bloody Pittsburgh in another state! But he thought there wasn't a hometown hero because they were on an Indian reservation! Uh uh! Wrong! How about TATANKA? The former WWF star took on Eugene - and Angle looked on. Tatanka had put on weight and did well, but the Olympic Twit nearly exploded when Eugene got Tatanka in the Olympic Slam! And when Eugene locked in the Ankle Lock, Angle was in like a shot. The DQ was called, and Eugene and Tatanka got rid of the Olympic Twit. Trouble was, next week's Raw WAS in Pittsburgh.

Rob Conway's got a new gimmick, and new entrance music (yipe, it's SHOCKING!) and he took on Val Venis - wearing his sunglasses! And when they were knocked off Conway got upset! This was an even battle until Rob got to the back of the Big Valbowski. Val managed to fight back, and he went for the Money Shot only to get caught on the top rope. Conway trapped Venis in a headlock with his leg across the rope and delivered a Test Drive, which he calls the Ego Trip, for the victory.

636 episodes of Raw huh? How about that!

And more tidying up during the Diva Search.
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